[How To Tell
|A Good Pearl

! NEW YORK, (®—dlost women,

|says a leading importer ot Jap.

‘} anese cullured pearls, don't know

| how to choose a high quality pearl

{necklace from a poor one,

i Men, he quickly adds, are even’
worse, |
But it's a simpie matler, says

Sidney A. Weiss, president of the

Imperial Pearl Syndicate, largest

importers of pearls inla  this

counlry, and furthermore the pur-
chase need not he an pxfensive
one.

\Weiss says excellenl nuality
pearls can be purchased for as
litile as 320, allhough he believes
shopping in the 550 to $100 bracket
will give the most satisfaction, He
strongly suggesis, bowever, that
the hest place lo stard is a reput-
| able jewsler or depariment store,

“The purchaser should remem.
ber,” he says, “that a good qual-
ily pear] necklace—and it need
not necessarily be an expensive
one—can he wom and will be
fashionable Ior many  many
yvears. Suhstandargd merchandise,
even it the fewels are large, will
nnt last, will nnt have the proper
lusler, color and quality and cer-
jlainty will not make the wearer
happy.”

Weiss recenlly  retumed {rom
Japan, where he spoke with Jap.
anese husinessmen and govery.
ment officials to seek ways o
keep inferior pearls from reach-
ing lhe American market. He
jsays: ‘

"Because of an acute shorlage
of fine quality and large Japanese
cultyred pearls, it seems inevit-
able hat their selling price will
rise as much as 30 to 73 per cent
in America.”

“This will be caused,” he adds,
by the fact that “many Japanese
grnwers have bheen harvesling
thelr beds as quickly as possible,
instead af letting the pearls de.
velop. This has resulted in a
bumper ecrop of cheap, inlerio:
-imerchandise that doesn't even de
s|serve the name of cultured pearl.’
el “When. buying pearls,’’ Weis:
v.|says, 'the fivel and by far mos
S.limporiant thing a huver shoul
e look for is luster. Withoui ihis
qualily, no pear] is waith a peuny
-ino matier how large or round i
may be. Years after its purchase,’
ha says, “'a pearl necklace showls
1still refain its glow and capture
the beauty of the awner's skin.”

After luster, Wiss says thai
roundness is most important. Ther
»s|lhe huyer should check lor malch
oliingz—a perfect evenness from the
e.ilarger stones io the smallest, The
il | fourth point is imperfection an
the fifth is color,
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